
 
 
 
New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services 
129 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301-3852 
 
Re: Pease PFAS blood testing samples 

July 5, 2017 

Dear Commissioner Meyers, 

We are writing to you today to request an update re: the status of the PFAS blood samples collected by the 

impacted Pease community as part of the NH DHHS blood testing program. The Pease community has been 

advocating since 2015 that the blood samples collected be stored and not discarded until final plans to address the 

community's health concerns can be made. The Pease community has been working with ATSDR through the 

Pease CAP since 2016 and questions have been raised many times by the Pease community and CAP members 

regarding where the blood samples are now and can they be stored for possible future use in health studies. Most 

recently, questions were raised at the last Pease CAP meeting on May 29, 2017, regarding the status and 

availability of the Pease community blood samples, but a formal response from NH DHHS has not been received. 

The Pease community understands that when the blood testing samples were collected, it was not part of a formal 

research study and community members did not give consent for their blood to be used for additional blood 

testing. The community also understands that even if the PFAS blood samples could be used in potential future 

health studies, there will need to be additional consent obtained by community members.  

Our position as community advocates is that the PFAS blood samples were taken during a critical window of time 

shortly after the PFAS contamination was identified and these samples may be an opportunity for our community 

to capture valuable data from an important period of time as we move forward with plans for health studies. Given 

that the Pease community continues to actively work with ATSDR officials on next steps related to health studies, 

we strongly request the Pease PFAS blood samples not be discarded and stored by NH DHHS until further details 

on next steps with ATSDR are made. Again, we fully understand that even if NH DHHS stores these samples, they 

may not be able to be used in the future for various reasons. However, we request that they are stored in a safe 

place at NH DHHS until the plans for a health study are made and the value of the previously collected samples can 

be determined. Thank you for your consideration on this important community matter. We look forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 
 
Testing for Pease  
Andrea Amico 
Alayna Davis 
Michelle Dalton 


